
HAWAI’I PSYCHIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of Monthly Membership Meeting 

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 
6:15-7:47PM 

 

 
Mission:  Helping Hawaii’s Psychiatrists Provide the Highest Quality Care 
Location: Max’s of Manila, Honolulu, HI. 
Attendees on Oahu:  Drs. Iqbal Ahmed, Jeffrey Akaka, Julienne Aulwes, Michael Champion, Berdine Chong, Trisa Danz, Christopher Flanders, 

Brett Lu, Celia Ona, Raj Singh, Douglas Smith, Rika Suzuki. 

Attendees via GoToMeeting connection: Dr. Leslie Gise 

Call to order: 6:15pm 

Minutes of previous 
meetings:  

 Minutes for the August meeting were reviewed and approved as presented.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. Aulwes chairing the meeting 

 Hawaii Summit Event Conference on 9/19/2015 at Sheraton Waikiki; free 
CME with 3 meals 

 One of our members, Dr. Dennis Lind, looking for a billing referral 

 Kenneth Cole’s billboard received immediate APA response shaping mental 
health news via social media 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  Things to follow up on: 

Treasurer: Dr. Rika 
Suzuki 
 

 The budget is in the black 

 Limited advocacy funds 

 Applying for CALF grant 

 

Legislative Co-Chairs: 
Drs. Champion & Akaka 

 APA staff will be coming end of the month for a site visit and strategic 
planning 

 

Membership Co-Chairs:  
Drs. Gise & Smith 

 Having psychiatry residents attend HPMA meetings 

 We’re actually one of the states with more membership than other states 

 

Communications/Public 
Affairs Chair: Dr. Danz 

 HPMA Facebook page revival  

Resident Rep: Dr. Singh  Continued outreach to psychiatry residents to be more involved  

Ethics Chair: Dr. Prier  Nothing to report  

Assembly & Board 
Reports 

 New APA staff has been responsive and savvy with social media as a way to 
disseminate accurate mental health information 

 

OLD BUSINESS   

  Access to care issues and solutions across the state Invite Dr. Chad Koyanagi to 
share his experience at the 
next meeting 

  



 

Submitted by: Julienne O. Aulwes, M.D. 

President, HPMA 

NEW BUSINESS   

“Hot Topic” presentation  Dr. Christopher Flanders, Executive Director of HMA, shared about Governor 
Ige’s State Innovation Model (SIM) and its Workgroup Committees 

 Focus is on: 1) behavioral health, 2) dental health, 3) primary care issues 

 Considering integrated medicine models, UW’s IMPACT model, Univ of 
Utah’s telepsych consult model 

 Historically there was a loan repayment program from the DHHS for medical 
providers 

 Problem is sustaining care 

 
 

Future meeting:  Next meeting on 10/13/2015 at 6pm at Max’s of Manila  


